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Burn(s)ing Up
Celebrate the legacy of Robert Burns through a series of events
taking place across Edinburgh as part of Burns&Beyond in January

Stanley Odd

discovering live performances curated by
leading artists and collectives from across
Scotland and beyond, this year featuring Aidan
O’Rourke’s Lucky Middlemass’s Tavern, an
evening of live music and spoken word,
featuring Kinnaris Quintet, Rozi Plain and
Aisha Jassat, who was recently chosen by
Jackie Kay as one of Britain’s 10 best BAME
writers, will perform some of her poetry.
Neu! Reekie! will also bring a selection
of wordsmiths and musicians to the Crawl with
Michael Pedersen teaming up with Finiflex’s
Davie Miller to revive their mini-set initially
commissioned as part of Andrew Weatherall’s
Psychedelic Faber Social stage at Festival No.6
in Portmeirion, North Wales. This time around
they’ll be joined by former TeenCanteen
frontwoman Carla J. Easton, who was recently
shortlisted for the 2019 SAY Award for her
second solo album, Impossible Stuff.
As well as this, Pedersen’s Neu! Reekie!
co-founder Kevin Williamson will perform a
reworked version of Burns’ poem Tam o’
Shanter from memory, with music by Craig
Lithgow and dancers and performers of the
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anuary is a typically quiet month across
the board. But, fortunately, here in bonnie
Scotland we have the annual haggis-eating,
whisky-drinking celebration that is Burns Night
to look forward to at the end of the month.
This year, on 25 January, Scottish and
Chinese culture collide as Burns Night falls on
the same day as Chinese New Year. This is
something that won’t happen again for
another 76 years, which basically means most
of us won’t live through it again, so we should
probably all make the most of it. 2020 sees the
turn of the Year of the Rat in the Chinese
calendar – make of that strange coincidence
what you will.
To mark the moment, a display of over 400
Chinese lanterns will be set up in Edinburgh’s
St Giles' Cathedral from 22 January-1 February.
Free during daytime and ticketed from 5.30pm
each evening, where the display will be transformed into a sensory experience, illuminated
and with music soundtrack, alongside a
programme of as-yet unannounced events. The
festival will also team up with Edinburgh’s
Chinese New Year Festival for a series of events
taking place across the capital.
Across the rest of the programme,
Burns&Beyond looks to explore the enduring
impact of Rabbie’s work across a multitude of
art forms. Taking place from 21 January-9
February through a series of cross-genre
events around Edinburgh, including gigs,
comedy nights, a ‘Not-So-Traditional Burns
Supper’ hosted by comedian Scott Gibson and
much more, some of the country’s most
renowned creatives will provide their own
takes on Burns’ legacy.
The Burns&Beyond Festival Club at the
Assembly Rooms will feature headline sets
from Scottish musical legends including
Edywn Collins (23 Jan, 9pm), Tide Lines (24
Jan, 9pm) and a Tea-Time Ceilidh with ‘The
Ceilidh King’ Fergie MacDonald (24 Jan, 6pm)
and each night from 10.30pm a free Aftershow
Party featuring Scottish DJ and electronic
pioneer Davie Miller of FiniTribe and Paradise
Palm Records.
And returning this year is the flagship
Culture Crawl, where audiences explore up to
eight Edinburgh landmark buildings and
venues across the Old and New Town,

Kixx Collective. Rounding off the line-up is the
live return of Scottish alternative hip-hop
group Stanley Odd, who will perform a full
band set. The Leith Collective welcomes the
cream of local talent with Leith’s finest DJ and
singer-songwriter Joseph Malik, the anarchic
Tam Dean Burn & the Bum Clocks and a host of
special guests including legendary house DJ
Ashley Beedle from Ramrock HiFi. The
problem is how you fit it all into one night.
In the comedy realm, Gilded Balloon’s
Basement Theatre hosts an array of comics
over two nights at The Comedy Show Burns
Special (24 Jan, 9pm; 25 Jan, 6.30pm), with MC
Gareth Waugh, headliner Scott Capurro and
more guests to be announced. Meanwhile, the
company’s Rose Theatre will also host two
theatrical productions over the course of the
festival – The Ghosting of Rabbie Burns (24 Jan,
7pm) and Armour: A Herstory of the Scottish
Bard (23 Jan, 7.30pm). All of which is part of
the Red, Red Rose Street series of events,
encompassing several venues on Rose Street.
There are events for all the family to enjoy
too. You can take the kids along to experience
their very first Burns Supper at the free Bairns’
Burns Supper (25 Jan, 11.45am) and their first
ever gig at Major Minor Music Club (26 Jan,
1.45pm), both at the Freemason’s Hall on
George Street. Irish-born, Glasgow-based
musician Martha Ffion and her band will
perform at the Major Minor Music Club, which
returns to the festival following a sold-out
event last year.
Coming to the festival for the first time is
Tiny Changes, the festival’s official charity,
who are hosting a concert at the Usher Hall
called A Waltz Across the Carpet (26 Jan,
7pm). All the money raised from the concert
and from fundraising throughout the festival
will go towards the charity. The night has been
curated by Grant Hutchison and family, with a
line-up of music and entertainment in
celebration of Scott Hutchison. “We started
the charity in May 2019 as a response to my
brother Scott’s suicide the year before,” says
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Grant Hutchison.
“Too many people are making this
decision as their only way out of a life marred
by depression and other mental health issues.
Our decision to focus on young people and
children was made because we felt that was an
area massively lacking in funding and support
and also an area where the most change could
be made,” he continues. “We feel strongly that
prevention is the best approach when tackling
mental health and this begins with children
and young people in society.”
Earlier this year the charity released a
compilation album, Tiny Changes – A Celebration of Frightened Rabbit's The Midnight
Organ Fight, featuring contributions from
musicians and friends of Scott Hutchison.
Artists including Julien Baker, Biffy Clyro and
Death Cab for Cutie’s Ben Gibbard provided
their own takes on tracks from Frightened
Rabbit’s seminal second album to celebrate its
10 year anniversary. “Scott touched so many
people during his life and the results of his
reach have become apparent since his death
through the support for the family and the
charity,” says Grant Hutchison.
“I think a lot of people agree that real
change is needed in our approach to mental
health and that it is something which can and
possibly will impact everyone’s life, whether
that is through direct experience or being a
witness to it in someone close to you,” he
continues. “Sharing music and entertainment
as a way of fundraising seemed like the
obvious thing to do and we are so happy to be
a part of Burns&Beyond in 2020.”
Burns&Beyond takes place at various venues across
Edinburgh, 21 Jan-9 Feb 2020
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Fest Edinburgh

Fest Adelaide

u Official media partner to the
Edinburgh Festival Fringe

u Only dedicated festival magazine in the city, est. 2018

u Prints a massive 125,000
copies in total

u Prints a competitive 25,000
copies total, and growing

u Six editions: one Preview
before the festivals, five
Festival issues in August

u Four editions: one Preview,
three Festival issues during
February and March

u Compact A5 size for easy
portability

u Same winning formula of
pocket-sized A5 editions
and strategic distribution

u Targeted distribution to box
offices and key venues
18–25
June
July 2019
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Supplements

We can turn our in-house expertise to creating a unique multi-page exploration
of your event, festival or exhibition. This can be stitched into The Skinny or
printed as a high-quality stand-alone publication.
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THE SKINNY Media Kit 2021

Got a show at Edinburgh and Adelaide? Ask about cross-festival packages.
For rates and more information, talk to George (george@fest-mag.com) or
head to fest-mag.com/advertise
+44 (0)131 467 4630

sales@theskinny.co.uk

theskinny.co.uk
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